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FROM JOHN A. DIX

Washington, 30 Dec., 1847
My dear Sir:

I thank you for your letter, which I read with much
interest. Your views are vigorous and forcible, and I shall
certainly give them a very careful consideration.

I have always denied the power of Congress to impose
on a State, on its admission into the Union, any restric-
tions not to be found in the Constitution. In respect to
territories, the whole power of legislation resides in Con-
gress, and I doubt exceedingly the expediency of sur-
rendering it until the people become sufficiently numerous
to be represented in Congress according to the ratio
adopted for the States. Any declaration which should
involve such a consequence I should consider inadmis-
sible, We know not what may be the condition of terri-
tory hereafter to be acquired by us in respect to the
capacity of the inhabitants for exercising the powers of
self-government. If a pupilage more were necessary, it
would seem to be so for the mixed races, which hold, or
rather occupy, northern Mexico.

But I am too much pressed now to answer your letter
or to discuss this important question in extenso. I may be
compelled to do so on the floor of the Senate, though I am
always happy to escape any such compulsory service.
With sincere respect, Yours

John A. Dix.
J. Fenimore Cooper, Esq.

John Adams Dix was born in Boscawen, New Hampshire,
July, 1798, and died in New York City, April, 1879. ^e served
during the war of 1812, under his father, Major Timothy Dix.
In 1819 he was appointed aide-de-camp to Gen. Jacob Brown, andarents, I remain
